United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/590,329 


08/23/2006 


William C. Crutcher 


W-PCT-US 


8339 



28145 7590 01/07/2008 

WILLIAM C. CRUTCHER 
DBA WHITEFIELD COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 276 
MIDDLEBURY, CT 06762 



EXAMINER 



COOLMAN, VAUGHN 



ART UNIT 



3618 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



01/07/2008 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
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Examiner 

Vaughn T. Coolman 



Applicant(s) 

CRUTCHER, WILLIAM C. 



Art Unit 

3618 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 May 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

!.□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 20070522. 20060823 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 
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Application/Control Number: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

«,w thi* section made in this Office action: 
basis for the rejections under this section m 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
sale in this country, more than one year pno 

«- 1 - 2 are rented »*r 35 US.C. 1«0» - bein, -Oop- » 

(US. Patent No. 5,810,543). 

.cU^HaHdisc.sesa — W e b»ow a body (34) having a 
— yfl a t p 1 , f o m a^ g e dt o re s t «a tOn .e^ d(F1 O 1 0), tt .ep-nn h a™ 8 a^ 

platfom , a ^e ( 3 7 , — ■o.e^anae^nsupwa.a.ana — 

(35)forr e,a i n i » gt he 1 oa d w h e„ t he pl a t fo mi s t iUe d ,sa i aco„ve rt i W e b a.ow b e^ 
characterized in that: 

said ^ W a 1 Hsi n oUnea re ^ ly ^*e h ce 1 e n do f *ep.a« f o Imto ae fi nea re ar 
^^-^^•-•••^*- ,,,4ll,,, ' ,,- ' --,t "" 
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^^^^ ..«^- w >.-*— - 
' - ^, M *^*--^'-«-- , • tai "' , * ^,4,, * 

Cfaim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

,„ n qr 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. l"3(a)w 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office aetion: 
nlner in which the invention was made. 

Cairn 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being -npalentabie over Hall. 

of the distance from the heel end to the toe 
drawn from a point on the platform mat ,s one quarter of the dtstan 

endw ou,dhaveheeno b v,ous,„oneoford,nar ysk ,andcreattv lty m.hear t a„het 1 me,he 
^enwasmadeinmemannerofdiscoverin ^eoplimumvalneofaresuH-e^ve 
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vanaH esuchass,abiU, y of«heba ir ow.Depe„d i „ g o„.hehei^o ft heboa y ,the 1 en gt ho f *e 
Handle, .he size of the wheeis, ,he .eng* of the wheel pivo, arms, the location of the cross 

woul d easily be ab.e to determine a proper ioeation for the pivot pom.. Furthermore, the 

dependent upon the obvious factors outlined above. 

Claims 4-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpa.en.able over 

Hall in view of Pipkin (U.S. Patent No. 2,930,152). 

lcla ims 4 and q Hal. disdoses all of Ore elements of.be claimed invention as descnbed 

pivo.armspivo.biyd.sposedatsecondpivotpomts. Pipkin .caches a gate (70) including a 
cl osuremember(72 ) arrangcd.oe X .endbe W ceno P poscds 1 dewa„s(62)ofaconver,ib,e 

barrow a pair of pivo. arms (73, 74) each being com.ec.ed to the closure member a, one end 
th ereofandp.vo.ab. y disposed a, second pivot points in me opposed side wans a. the othet ends, 
.(dgatebeingpivotab.e about said second pivot pomts nom an open posrtion (PIG 2) above the 
. wal , t oac,osedpos 1 ..on(PlGl ) onme t oeendof,bep 1 ,fomr.Itwou,dhavebeenobv 1 ous 

show „ by Hal. w,.h the pivotab.e gate as taught by Ptpkin, since such a mediation won,d 
provide the advantage of keeping the gate comrected to the barrow a, al, .imes .o aid the user ,n 
not losing the gate. 



rear 
to one 
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[claim 5] Hall in view of Pipkin discloses all of the elements of the claimed invention as 
described above except for the opposed sidewalls defining bosses with holes coaxial to the 
second pivot points. Pipkin does teach the closure member pivot arms terminating in pins (76, 
78) disposed in holes coaxial with the second pivot points. Examiner notes that it is old and well 
known and would have been obvious to a worker of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
reinforcement in the form of bosses for the holes having the pivot arm pins disposed therein in 
order to prevent excessive wear on the holes from the weight and action of the gate assembly. 

[claim 6] Pipkin further teaches the pivot arms being flexible in a lateral direction to 
permit said pins to be withdrawn from said holes so as to allow the closure member to be 
detached from the barrow (Column 2, lines 61-63). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hall in view 
of Pipkin and Zamaria (U.S. Patent No. 5,123,187). 

[claim 7] Hall in view of Pipkin discloses all of the elements of the claimed invention as 
described above except for a latching mechanism to hold said gate temporarily in an open 
position. Zamaria teaches a convertible barrow having a gate including a latching mechanism 
15, 21, 23, 27 to hold said gate temporarily in an open position (Column 3, lines 33-40). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the barrow shown by Hall as modified by Pipkin with the latching mechanism as 
taught by Zamaria, since such a modification would provide the advantage of holding the gate 
back from the toe end so that a broom or rake can be used more effectively to load debris from 
the ground into the barrow. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Examiner notes that all of the documents submitted by applicant via IDS and the 
documents listed on attached form PTO-892 teach elements of the claimed invention and/or 
instant application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vaughn T. Coolman whose telephone number is (571) 272-6014. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8am-6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




